ELA 30 – Poetry Extra Credit Assignments
Independent Reading Assignment 1 – A Beach in France
Instructions: 
-Answer #1.

-Read the poem.

-Answer the rest of the questions.

***Write in complete sentences.***
1. a) Based on the title alone (A Beach in France), what do you think the poem is going to be about?(1 Mark)

b) After reading the poem, explain whether or not your predication from the previous question was correct. It's alright if your prediction was wrong. (1 Mark)
A Beach in France
By Frank Gibbons 
Last night I sat and watched a man die
He wasn't afraid he seemed in good cheer.
Last night I sat and asked myself why
A dying man should feel no fear.

One minute he breathed, a faint smile on his face
He wasn't afraid he seemed so at peace
One minute he was here and then he was gone
An empty shell in a lonely space

He said "At last I'm old" and then he died
Too many go young when a thief steals their time
At least he was warm, with a friend by his side
No one should die alone

Last night I sat and watched a man die
He wasn't afraid, he'd faced death before
Last night he told me how he'd stolen his time
On a beach in France in '44'.

From youth he jumped chest high in pink water
Wading ashore in another worlds war
Random selection in a senseless slaughter
Praying to his Jesus for a few minutes more

He killed his first man near that beach in France
Fifty years later he still prayed for his soul
He found his God on that beach in France
Crying in terror in a too shallow hole

(Dedicated to the memory of ex Sergeant Arthur Walton,
Kings Shropshire Light Infantry, British Army 1939 - 1947)
From: https://www.angelfire.com/wa/warpoetry/Abeach.html
Independent Reading Assignment - Continued
2. Write a one sentence summary about the poem. (1 Mark)

3. Identify three key words from the reading and:

-find a definition



-give an antonym OR synonym 

-use in a sentence

-draw a diagram OR give an example


(3 Marks)

4. Did you like this poem? Why or why not? (1 Mark)

5. a) What theme does this reading deal with? (1 Mark)

b) What does this reading show you about that theme? (2 Marks)

Independent Reading Assignment 2 – Travelin' Soldier
Instructions: 
-Answer #1.

-Read the song lyrics.

-Answer the rest of the questions.

***Write in complete sentences.***
1. a) Based on the title alone (Travelin' Soldier), what do you think the song is going to be about?(1 Mark)

b) After reading the song lyrics, explain whether or not your predication from the previous question was correct. It's alright if your prediction was wrong. (1 Mark)
"Travelin' Soldier"
by The Dixie Chicks
Two days past eighteen
He was waiting for the bus in his army green
Sat down in a booth in a café there
Gave his order to a girl with a bow in her hair

He's a little shy so she give him a smile
And he said, "Would you mind sittin' down for a while
And talking to me?
I'm feeling a little low."
She said, "I'm off in an hour and I know where we can go."

So they went down and they sat on the pier
He said, "I bet you got a boyfriend but I don't care.
I got no one to send a letter to.
Would you mind if I sent one back here to you?"

I cried
Never gonna hold the hand of another guy
Too young for him they told her
Waitin' for the love of a travelin' soldier
Our love will never end
Waitin' for the soldier to come back again
Never more to be alone when the letter said
A soldier's coming home

So the letters came from an army camp
In California then Vietnam
And he told her of his heart
It might be love and all of the things he was so scared of
He said, "When it's getting kinda rough over here,
I think of that day sittin' down at the pier.
And I close my eyes and see your pretty smile.
Don't worry, but I won't be able to write for awhile."

I cried
Never gonna hold the hand of another guy
Too young for him they told her
Waitin' for the love of a travelin' soldier
Our love will never end
Waitin' for the soldier to come back again
Never more to be alone when the letter said
A soldier's coming home

One Friday night at a football game
The Lord's Prayer said and the Anthem sang
A man said, "Folks would you bow your heads
For a list of local Vietnam dead."
Crying all alone under the stands
Was a piccolo player in the marching band
And one name read but nobody really cared
But a pretty little girl with a bow in her hair

I cried
Never gonna hold the hand of another guy
Too young for him they told her
Waitin' for the love of a travelin' soldier
Our love will never end
Waitin' for the soldier to come back again
Never more to be alone when the letter said
A soldier's coming 

I cried
Never gonna hold the hand of another guy
Too young for him they told her
Waitin' for the love of a travelin' soldier
Our love will never end
Waitin' for the soldier to come back again
Never more to be alone when the letter said
A soldier's coming home 
Independent Reading Assignment - Continued
2. Write a one sentence summary about the song. (1 Mark)

3. Identify three key words from the reading and:

-find a definition



-give an antonym OR synonym 

-use in a sentence

-draw a diagram OR give an example


(3 Marks)

4. Did you like this song? Why or why not? (1 Mark)

5. a) What theme does this reading deal with? (1 Mark)

b) What does this reading show you about that theme? (2 Marks)

