RIT 10 - Extra Credit Assignments
Instructions:
-Read the articles and answer the questions.

Winter in Canada
Imagine what -63 degrees Celsius would feel like. That is the coldest temperature ever recorded in North America, and it happened in Snag, Yukon, on February 3, 1947. Every year, Canadians prepare for winter, but the coldest season of the year can vary, depending on where in the country people live.

For people in British Columbia, winter is not usually very cold, but it can be rainy. Weather experts think that this year will be warmer with less snow than usual. Still, the largest amount of snow to fall in one day happened in Tahtsa, British Columbia, in February 1999.

In the Prairie Provinces of Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba, some winters are very cold with a lot of snow. This year, the weather could be warmer and drier than usual, but experts think that the temperatures could swing from one extreme to another very quickly. One of the biggest temperature changes happened in 1962, when the temperature in Pincher Creek, Alberta, went from -19 to 22 degrees in just one hour.

Normally, Ontario and Quebec have warmer winters than in the Prairies, but with more snow. Montreal usually spends the most money on snow removal of any Canadian city. For Ontario and Quebec, experts predict a cold winter with big temperature changes.

In the Atlantic provinces, such as Nova Scotia, the winter will likely have more snow than usual. In the three northern territories, the temperatures will probably be warmer than usual but with the normal amount of snow.

Officially, winter goes from December 21 or 22 to March 20, but it actually lasts much longer in most of Canada. Snow can come in October and last until April or even May. Finding a way to enjoy winter despite the cold and snow or rain is important all across the country.
Word Power
Vary: To change or to be different.
Removal: The act of taking something away.
Predict: To say what you think will happen in the future.
Despite: In spite of.
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Russia
Travelling across Canada can give people an idea of how huge this country really is. Still, one country is much bigger than Canada and has many different historic buildings and natural areas that make it a really amazing place. Russia is the largest country in the world.

At one time, Russia was part of the massive Soviet Union, which included areas that are now their own countries, like Ukraine. Russia is still huge, with about 17 million square kilometres and over 142 million people. Canada is just under 10 million square kilometres and has only about 36 million people. More than 120 ethnic groups live in Russia and speak more than 100 languages. Russian is the official language.

Russia is mostly in Asia, but part of it is also in Eastern Europe. The capital city is Moscow, which has government buildings called the Kremlin. The government has two parts, called the Federal Assembly and the Duma. Both of them help to make the laws that govern Russia. For many years, the leader of Russia has been Vladimir Putin.

Besides Moscow, Russia has many important cities, such as St. Petersburg. One of the most famous places in St. Petersburg is the Hermitage Museum, which has over a million works of art and many other items in seven buildings. Russia has eleven time zones, the Ural Mountains and other mountain ranges, more than 70 national parks, and 100 wildlife reserves. Some of the major rivers are the Amur and the Volga.
Many famous writers and composers have come from Russia, including Leo Tolstoy and Pyotr Tchaikovsky. The largest cat in the world, the Siberian tiger, also calls Russia home. This amazing country has a wide variety of people, animals, and special features.
Word Power
Historic: Important in the past or will be seen as important in the
future.
Massive: Large, heavy, and solid.
Ethnic: To do with a group of people sharing the same national

origins, language, or culture.
Govern: To control a country or organization using laws.
Reserves: Protected places where animals can live and breed safely.
Composer: Someone who writes a piece of music or a poem.
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