RIT 20 - Extra Credit Assignments
Instructions:
-Read the articles and answer the questions.

Valentine’s Day
February 14 is a day on which people give cards, chocolate, and flowers to the people they love. They do this to celebrate Valentine’s Day and to show they care. There are several stories about the history of Valentine’s Day, but exactly how Valentine’s Day

began is a mystery. 

There is one legend about a priest named Valentine. Emperor Claudius II of Rome outlawed marriage for young men because he thought it would make them better soldiers. Valentine didn’t agree and secretly married people until he was caught.

Another story is that Valentine was put in prison. While he was there, he met the jailor’s daughter who came to visit him. He fell in love with her and sent her a message that ended with “From your Valentine.”
Two hundred years later, Pope Galasius made Saint Valentine’s Day on February 14 to honour the priest, Saint Valentine.

Over the years, the day became a celebration of love. Written notes were sent to loved ones on that day. The oldest valentine that is known was written by Charles, Duke of Orleans, to his wife when he was put in prison in the Tower of London. People started making valentines around 1840. Each one was handmade with lace, ribbon, and colourful pictures.

Valentine’s Day is recognized in many parts of the world, including Canada and the United States. Canada first celebrated Valentine’s Day in the 1800s with letters, then cards were used in the early 1900s. Now, more than one billion cards are sent each year. Next to Christmas, there are more cards bought and given on Valentine’s Day than any

other holiday. Candy, flowers, and other gifts are exchanged. Over 50 million roses are given away each year.

Use this Valentine’s Day to let your friends and family know that you care.
Word Power
Legend: A story that is told over and over again that may only be
partially true.
Priest: A leader in the Christian church.
Emperor: The male ruler of an empire.
Outlawed: Made something not legal.
Honour: To give praise or an award.
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Distracted Driving
When you ride in a car or bus, you might look around at the animals, people, and scenery around you. That works for passengers, but drivers have to pay attention to the

road. Distracted driving has become a big problem.

Distracted driving happens when the drivers of cars, buses, or other vehicles pay attention to something other than careful driving. They might be texting on their phones or reading a map instead of watching the road, or they might be eating or talking with passengers instead of checking for possible dangers. This can cause accidents. For example, drivers might hit cyclists or pedestrians if they are looking at something at the side of the road.

When people are distracted, it can take them much longer than normal to react, even if they see the danger. People talking or texting on cell phones are up to eight times as likely to be in an accident as drivers who keep their attention on the road. In British Columbia, over one quarter of deaths on the road are because of distracted driving.

In 2013, Ontario had a collision every half hour because of distracted driving, and

the number of accidents has increased since then.

Every province and territory in Canada, except Nunavut, has laws to try to prevent
distracted driving. The government of Ontario has just introduced new fines and other
penalties for people who are caught driving while distracted. The first time drivers are caught, they might have to pay a $1000 fine and lose their license for three days. The second and third times have higher penalties that might help drivers stop driving while distracted.

Ignoring distractions can make a difference for drivers, passengers, and pedestrians. Distracted driving is a problem that everyone can solve.
Word Power
Passenger: Someone besides the driver who travels in a car or
other vehicle.
Distracted: Unable to think about or pay attention to something.
Accident: Something that takes place unexpectedly and that often

involves people being hurt.
Pedestrian: Someone who travels on foot.
Collision: A crash in which two or more things or people hit each

other.
Prevent: To stop something from happening.
Penalty: A punishment.
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